
  
American Periodical Series Online contains digitized images of American magazines and journals that originated between 
1741 and 1900. Deriving from the acclaimed American Periodical Series microfilm collection, APS Online features more 
than 1,100 periodicals that began publishing between 1740 and 1900, including special interest and general magazines, 
literary and professional journals, children’s and women’s magazines, and many other historically significant periodicals. 
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STARTING APS ONLINE 
 
From the library’s World Wide Web homepage, click on Research a Topic, then Databases A-Z. Select the tab Databases 
by Name, click A, and then click on the American Periodical Series Online hyperlink. 
 
HOW TO SEARCH 
 
At the APS Online opening screen, click Search for Articles. Choices of search methods are available as tabs across the top 
of the screen:  
• Basic: allows keyword, quoted phrase, truncation and wildcard searching, and combining multiple keywords with 

Boolean and adjacency operators (and, or, and not, pre/n, or w/n, where n is a specified number, e.g., emancipation 
w/2 proclamation finds emancipation and proclamation within two words of each other in any order. 

• Advanced: default search method; recommended for ease of use and flexibility. Allows command searching, the 
ability to view or select from a list of document types (under More Search Options), and a variety of date limiters. 
See sample search form below. 

• Publications: use this search form to identify periodicals with a specific focus, as opposed to searching for 
individual articles (see page 2 of this guide). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter 
search 
terms. If desired, select a 

field (Abstract, 
Author, Document 
title, etc.) from the 
drop-down list. 

Click More 
Search 
Options for 
additional 
limiters and 
choices. 

Results can be sorted 
by oldest (historical) 
first, most recent first, 
or most relevant first. 

Document types include article, 
birth notice, classified ad, 
obituary, review, etc. 

Select a logical 
operator (and, 
or, and not, 
within 3, pre/1) 
to connect 
multiple search 
boxes.  



In addition to searching for individual articles with Basic or Advanced Search, you may choose the Publications tab to 
identify periodicals with a particular subject focus, specific editor or place of publication, etc.  
 

   

If desired, select search 
terms from browse lists.  
Subject terms include 
slavery, slavery-anti-
slavery movements, 
social change, social 
problems, etc. 

 
ADVANCED SEARCHING TIPS 
 
Type Boolean operators, adjacency operators and truncation symbols directly into the search box: 

 
and     civil and war              finds both words in the same record 

            or        death or demise          finds records containing either or both words 
         w/3      Lincoln w/3 Davis      finds both terms separated by up to three words 
         ?          wom?n                        finds woman or women 
           *          sex*                             finds sexual or sexuality 

 
VIEWING RECORDS 
 

   
 
 
 
 
PRINTING, SAVING, OR EMAILING RECORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, refer to onscreen help, or consult a reference librarian.   

            

To view the article, click either the title 
hyperlink or Article image—PDF. 

To view the entire page on which the article appears, click Page Map. 

To print or email records, click the desired 
icon or button, and follow onscreen 
instructions. Note: For an off-campus 
address, send PDF images as attachments. It 
is not possible to email Page Map images.  
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To download records, click 
the Save a Copy icon, and 
follow onscreen 
instructions. 


