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A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE
INSTITUTE OF INTERFAITH DIALOGUE

The students and faculty of the Cross-Cultural Studies Program
(CCSP) would like to thank the Institute of Interfaith Dialogue for
the ongoing generosity with which they have supported our pro-
grams over the last three years. This year, the Institute has made a
generous contribution of $58,500, which funded several programs
as well as scholarships for Cross-Cultural Studies majors. The out-
standing students, who received the scholarships in 2010, are Tonya
Tipton, Jennifer Tribble, and Burhan Erdem. The award recipients
were announced at a Spring Reception, organized by Dr. Christine

Kovic and Dr. Maria Curtis in honor of the Institute. With part of

the funds the Cross-Cultural Studies Program was able to contribute r AN y
1ID Scholarship recipients with UHCL professors:

to the Summer Study Abroad Program in Turkey, hosted by Dr. Burhan Erdem, Dr. Maria Curtis, Jennifer Tribble, Dr. Can Dogan

Curtis (Read about the trip on pg. 3) and to the Bridging Cultures of IID, Dr. Christine Kovic, and Tonya Tipton.

. } ; The UHCL Cross-Cultural program is very grateful for this gener-
Film and Speaker Series on campus (see pg. 4 for upcoming films). t .p & e f f ¢ 3
ous donation to CRCL majors and the opportunities it gives them.

THE ANTHROPOLOGY PROGRAM
WELCOMES PROFESSOR HANEY

The program welcomes visiting anthropologist, Charlotte Haney. Charlotte Haney has researched women's negotiation of their increasing
encroachment into non-traditional gender activities and spaces with the escalating threat of gendered violence, including feminicide, occur-
ring along Mexico's northern border. She has written on the sequel of child sexual abuse in survivor’s pregnancies and social factors affect-
ing Korean migrant’s health in the Houston area. Her current research includes a follow up investigation into the impact of the drug war on

the reform of women’s legal rights being attempted in the State of Chihuahua, Mexico and gendered violence within U.S. military cultures.

Anthropology majors at UHCL have increased dramatically in the last two years!

Anthropology is a vibrant major that allows students to explore the cultural diversity that surrounds us in the Houston Area &
around the world, so we’re thrilled that so many students are taking advantage of this wonderful opportunity. We attribute the
rise in majors to an increase in campus events —including the Bridging Cultures Film and Speaker Series, successful implementa-
tion of a recruitment plan, which includes increasing our visibility on campus, and outreach to advising offices on campus and at
community colleges. It’s easy to double major in anthropology as well.




FALL 2010

FACULTY RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Christine Kovic published an article in Anthropology Now ti-
tled “The Violence of Security: Central American Migrants Cross-

ing Southern Mexico.”

http://www.paradigmpublishers.com/journals/an/subscriptions/
AnthroNowSpring2010.pdf

She continues her research on the ways Latino immigrants demand
and defend their human rights in Houston. Some of her research on
this topic was presented last November at the annual meetings of the
American Anthropological Association and will be presented this
April at the meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology.

Kovic is also involved in community projects, which address
immigrant rights. Last June she served as a human rights

commissioner for the “Racial Profiling: Face the Truth” held in
Houston where community members testified on the impact of
racial, ethnic, and religious profiling. She collaborated with Houston
Interfaith Worker Justice to write a report on wage theft which
documents over two million dollars of wages stolen from Houston
area workers in a three year period.

Charlotte Haney’s article, “Childhood Sexual Abuse and the
Reproduction of Femininity in the United States,” was published in

Voices: the Journal of Feminist Anthropology. Voices Vol. 10, No.
1 Fall, 2010.

Maria Curtis contributed, “An Analysis of the Millet System in
Light of Contact Theory”, co-authored with Yetkin Yildrim, to The
Ottoman Mosaic: Difference, Identity, and Coexistence in the
World’s Largest Empire, CUNE Press 2010.

Most recently, she has been conducting interviews with Turkish

women who work in various areas in the national and international
media exploring alternative conceptions of religious identities and
modernity.

Moments of Cross-Cultural Dialogue

Dr. Maria Curtis was an invited presenter at the “Mapping the
Gulen Movement, A Multidimensional Approach” conference
hosted by The University of Amsterdam and Dialoog Academie and
VISOR Institute on October 2010. Dr. Curtis presented “Women of
Might and Modesty: Inside the Transnational Sisterhood of the
Gulen Movement”.

“Amsterdam was fascinating. I got to learn about how Muslims fit into
the larger European cultural landscape. The Turkish women I meet in
the U.S. are recent immigrants, whereas most of the women I met in
Amsterdam were born there and were third or fourth generation. I was
also fascinated by the waxing and waning of tolerance in Dutch society,
and am very concerned about the growing intolerance toward Muslims.”
Dr. Maria Curtis

“Haney finds not an all-encompassing categorical distinction
but rather a ‘discursive similarity’ of narratives around disparate,
‘locally-constituted,’ sexualized and violent acts among her female sub-
jects. These similarities reverberate around a national discourse about
the female body as dangerous and deviant. That larger discourse, she
notes, becomes literally inscribed on women’s bodies as they mature,
with their efforts to control an otherwise uncontrollable experience of
childhood realized through a strict disciplining of their bodies expressed
in habits of eating, dress, and sexual conduct as adults. Haney’s larger
concern is with the ‘production and performance of femininity’ in the
U.S., but her use of Foucault and Bourgois raises the larger question of
structures of power, revealing the insidious ways in which dominance
and inequality become internal and thus a naturalized response to an
everyday experience of violence in the maturation of gendered social

persons”.

FRSF GRANT RECIPIENTS:

Kovic & HANEY

Drug Violence & the Shaping of Vulnerability in Mexico

—Peggy Reeves Sanday, author of Beyond the Second Sex

Charlotte Haney has continued to pursue her interest in gendered
violence as a structuring force in society by conducting research into
women’s attempts to restructure gender in the dangerous
environment of Northern Mexico. She recently presented a portion
of this research at the meetings of the American Anthropological
Association.

Professors Christine Kovic and Charlotte
Haney have received a Faculty Research
Support Grant for their on-going work on
violence in Mexico. The funds support
travel to Mexico for the summer of 2011 to
continue collecting data.

Since President Felipe Calderon took office
in 2006 and led the offensive on narcotraf-
ficking over 28,000 people have been killed
in the resulting violence. Thousands of sol-
diers are deployed along the border and
tremendous political and economic capital
has been invested in this offensive. The
number of civilian causalities in this offen-

“Working on similar
research questions at
two different sites —
Mexico’s southern
border (Chiapas) and
Mexico’s northern
border (Chihuahua)
— will allow us to
untangle the multiple
meanings, impacts,
and responses to
Calderon’s security
policies.” Kovic and
Haney

sive continues to increase and violence is becoming part of the

fabric of daily life. This research project targets the impact of this

climate of violence and militarization on two vulnerable popula-

tions: Central American migrants and women in Mexico. Neither

of these populations is the direct target of the drug war, however,

because of this war they are left vulnerable to extreme violence.
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“We had a fantastic team
this year, truly a professor's
dream team of students. We " g
represented Morocco. Each
of our five students went to
the model with well-crafted
resolutions written that they
had done a

amount of research on. We

The 2011 UHCL team to the Model Arab League:
Nick Burns, Jane Terekhova,

significant

Udeshika Amarasinghe, Dr. Maria Curtis,
Imelda Estrada, Juan Garcia

had a person on each of the
following committees:  So-
cial, Economic, Political, Joint Defense, and Palestinian Affairs. In
addition to the very hard work the students put into the research prior
to going, they also decided on a dress code, had business cards printed,
and special-ordered lapel pins with the Moroccan flag on them. They
were engaged and active ALL weekend. They had most of their resolu-
tions passed, learned to speak in parliamentary procedure, cosigned
and coauthored resolutions with other teams, and were just all around
amazing. Two of our students, Nicholas Burns (Economic Affairs) and
Jane Terekhova (Palestinian Affairs) received honorable mention as
outstanding delegates in their committees, which each had 12 other
schools represented. Long story short, our students made UHCL
shine.” Dr. Maria Curtis. Thanks to faculty sponsors Dr. Curtis & Lash

Veterans Day

% may be overlooked on this day.

Each Veteran’s Day, in honor of
the men and women who have
served in the armed forces, the
Cross-Cultural Studies Program
holds an event to recognize the
service of those whose sacrifices

2010: Dr. Curtis and students in Turkey |

The Crossroads of Civilization UHCL Summer Study Abroad.
This 10 day trip includes travel to various cities throughout Turkey. We will visit ancient
cultural and religious sites important to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, tour various sites
and museums, meet and share meals with host families in different cities, visit local schools
and civic groups, as well as visit writers and journalists. The UHCL trip to Turkey is gener-
ously underwritten by the Houston-based Institute for Interfaith Dialog that sponsors inter-
faith and intercultural trips to Turkey to promote peace building initiatives. The trip serves as
a foundation and an opportunity for scholarship in the field of interfaith awareness and cross-
cultural relations. Student trips are open to both undergraduate and graduate students from all

disciplines who are enrolled in the required courses. http://prtl.uhcl.edu/portal/page/portal/

American Indian Heritage Month

On November 16, 2010
UHCL faculty, students, and
staff welcomed Ms. Anna
Edwards who has been ac-
tive in the Native American
community for the past 35
years, and is a member of the

Native American Chamber

of Commerce in Houston.

Dr. Curtis, Ms. Anna Edwa
and Susana Hernandez

Her tribal affiliation is rds,
Ohkay Owingeh formerly
known as The San Juan,
Pueblo located in northern New Mexico. Ms. Edwards gave a talk
on Native Americans and also displayed artifacts, as well as a
poster exhibit highlighting Native American participation in the
U.S. military in honor of Veterans Day. Dr. Maria Curtis worked
together with Susana Hernandez from the IISS Office to bring Ms.
Edwards to campus as well as on a panel display featuring the
achievements of American Indian artists. In 2010 UHCL deliv-
ered the greater campus community a full and rich calendar of

events for American Indian Heritage Month.

Dia de los Muertos

Anthropology students in Professor Haney and Kovic’s courses

prepared a number of very exciting booths for The Dia de los

Muertos held on campus, November 1, 2010.

r

Professor Haney
facilitates

a discussion

of funerary

rituals with her
Families,

Commupnities,

and Globalization class.
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Damage of .
Mexico’s
LaAura CARLSEN, MA
Director of the Americas Policy program at
the Center for International Policy, Mexico City
Including a screening of the documentary
film, Living Juarez, and a panel discussion °
of the health and human rights consequences
March 30, 2011 of the war on drugs in Mexico. This event will
be of interest to community health workers, °
6-9 pm prison staff, and medical and social workers
Caduceus Room ?NhO mtcr.act with Latin American immigrants
6 Administration Buildin in the United States, and all others who are
-300 h ; _ & concerned with immigration, health and
The Umversﬁy of Texas human rights.
I Medical Branch
) Panelists
Refreshments will be served. CHARLOTTE HANEY
PhD Candidate, Case Western Reserve
Please RSVP to University °
Marcy Sifuentes CuristINE Kovic, PhD
L.at Associate Professor of Anthropology and
msifuent@utmb.edu Cross-Cultural Studies at the University of
or Houston-Clear Lake
409.772.3396 GABRIELA BAEZA VENTURA, PhD °
- Associate Professor of Spanish, Hispanic
Studies Department, University of Houston
THIS SPECIAL EVENT IS ORGANIZED BY  JxsoN GLENN, PhD
Rebecca J. Hester, PhD Assistant Professor of the History of Medicine,
(rjhester@utmb.edu or 409.772.9380) Institute for the Medical Humanities, UTMB
AND SPONSORED BY THE
Institute for the Medical Humanities

SPRING 2011 CALENDAR

February 25: Art Show Judy Chicago

March 1: Pickles, Inc.: Arab-Israeli Women Launch a Busi-
ness: SSB 3302: 4:00 to 5:00pm: Discussion led by Dr.
Maria Curtis.

March 8: ROUNDTABLE: Feminist Processes in Women’s
Studies: Forest Room: 5:30 - 7pm.

March 8: Gender’s a Drag: Performance and Workshop:
Forest Room: 7pm.

March 21: Film: Hold Your Breath: SSB: 1-2:30pm: Discus-
sion led by Prof. Charlotte Haney

March 30: Juarez Panel: Christine Kovic and Charlotte
Haney have been invited to participate in a panel discussion
at the University of Texas Medical Branch.

April 4: Continuing Art of Protest Installation: Judy Chi-
cago: by Prof. Haney’s Medicine, Bodies, and Culture class
and Dr. Kovic’s Women in Society/Gender Culture Power
class: Atrium II: second floor: starting 7pm.

April 5: Film: Al Otro Lado: B1217: 9:00 am: Screened by
Dr. Shreerekha Subramanian with special guest discussant
Francisco Arguelles.

April 8: Visiting guests: Mary Ross Taylor and Margarita
Cabrerra: 1— 4pm: Garden Room

April 13: Film: The Other Side of Migration: B2512: 10:30
a.m. Discussion led by Dr. Kovic.

C.A.S.S.A

CROSS-CULTURAL, ANTHROPOLOGY,
& SOCIOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION

CASSA is a student organization committed to
promoting cultural diversity at UHCL and in the

Greater Houston area. CASSA actively fosters
@ UHCL

relationships with former, current, and A
incoming students in order to build an effective Cocost
alumni network that will benefit CASSA
members, associated UHCL programs, and

professional communities involved with the or-

CASS.A. Presents:
Smashing Stereotypes and
Forging Friendships:
A Cultural Dialogue

e Professional Career Seminar that highlights
UHCL alumni and Houston-area job opportuni-
ties on April 16, 2011 in the Garden Room from

10 am — 2 pm
e Seed drive in conjunction CASSA has
with Alpha Kappa Delta (Alpha

Gamma), donate seeds for Haiti

an official
classroom for

Tuesday work-

gani Za.ti on. Date: April 7th 10am—f4pm Atrium Il
. Join us for:
In 2010 CASSA hosted a Global Interfaith Dia- g™ yel iy, Contacts: i by
< ccUSS! ; e . .
logue event, this year they will host a Cultural " gt Le:r:pg,stvc leing ) cas.s tforg@gmatl.com Join us in SSB
Dialogue Roundtable. For more information on B‘::n'\e“:;‘t:re- Oy "o ‘*afh':_d gryistans R acebgk 2308 at 2
0gre¢ L search CASA UHCL)! at
the event see flyer or contact CASSA. i N Cosaeored o YRS ( )
& o pm.”
FACULTY CONTACTS
OFFICE PHONE Dr. Christine Kovic | [ Dr. Maria Curtis | | Prof. Charlotte Haney P 4
(281)283-3365 Kovic@uhcledu || Curtis@uhcl.edu || HaneyC@uhel.com age

www.uhcl.edu/portal/page/portal/HSH/HOME/HSH Programs/Anthropology




