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Contemporary Authors, Contemporary Literary Criticism, and Dictionary of Literary Biography are 
databases that make available much, but not all, of the material from multi-volume sets of the same titles 
published by Gale Research. The paper editions (available at Neumann Library in editions through 2003), 
containing biographical and critical material about authors and their works, are available in the Reference 
Area of the library:    
   Ref  Z 1224 .C6            Contemporary Authors 
   Ref  PN 771 .C59            Contemporary Literary Criticism 
   Ref  PS 21 .D52            Dictionary of Literary Biography  
 
In addition to some text that is omitted from the online versions, the paper copies have photographs and 
facsimiles. The online versions are updated frequently (in some cases, daily) and are searchable by words, 
phrases or subjects. 
 
STARTING THE GALE LITERARY DATABASES 
From the library's World Wide Web homepage (http://www.uhcl.edu/library), click on Research a Topic, 
then Databases A-Z. Select the tab Databases by Name, click on C, and then click on the Contemporary 
Authors hyperlink. 
 
HOW TO SEARCH 
Search all three of these databases simultaneously, or select only one or two:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•     Author Name  
 Type the name in order or inverted, a surname or a pseudonym: 
  William Faulkner Goethe Mark Twain 
  Faulkner, William Vargas Llosa Clemens 

Searching terms in 
both author and title 
fields will narrow your 
results. 
One field alone will 
broaden results in that 
one. 

If desired, enter a year 
to find biographical 
entries about authors 
who were born (or 
died) in that year. 

Check boxes to 
search one or 
several databases 
with this screen. 

or 

or 

Click on tab to 
select one 
database with its 
specialized search 
modes.



 
 
• Title of Work 
 Enter the complete title or combination of title words: 
  A Rose for Emily Barren Ground Vein of Iron 
  Death Takes a Holiday death and holiday gone and wind 
 
• Nationality  
     Select from the provided pull-down list. (British, Italian,  Nigerian, etc.)    
 
•    Subject/Genre  
 Select from a pull-down list: Autobiography/Memoir; Nonfiction; Plays; etc. Note: This type    
     of search will be more effective in the Contemporary   Authors database than in the other   
      two Gale Literature databases. 
 
•    FullText 

Try a full text search if your search by author and/or title has not found any relevant records.  Search in 
the “Full Text” space for word(s) and phrases in the main text of each article as well as for all forms of 
the author's name. This type of search will be more flexible than the “Subject” search menu. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search keywords alone or in 
combination with author(s), 
title(s), year(s), etc. 
Truncating with an asterisk 
(*) retrieves multiple forms 
of a keyword: feminist, 
feminism, etc. 

Enter search term(s) here. 
When ready, click Search. 

Click here for 
helpful tips. 

Other specialized types of searches are
possible within the three various databases: 
 Honors and awards (in Contemporary
Authors), Essay topics (in Dicitionary of
Literary Biography), Critic name (in
Contemporary Literary Criticism), etc. 
 



 
RESULTS LIST 
After clicking the SEARCH button, the list of documents that correspond to your query will appear.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAVIGATING DOCUMENT 
Your search terms will appear in bold in each instance throughout each retrieved article. 
 
Additional buttons are available at the bottom of the complete text to enable you to move around.  They are:  
First Document, Previous Document, Next Document, and Last Document. 
 
It will often be possible to link from the text of one document to other related documents on the topic at 
hand. In particular, biographical essays found in Gale’s Contemporary Literary Criticism have such a 
feature. Labeled: “Jump to Critical Essay(s) about the Author’s Works”, it includes links to related essays in 
the database. There are also links to “Recent Updates”. 
 

 
 

Click the highlighted entry to see the full text of the document.

Results are sorted by relevance 
“score”. To sorting order, click 
Document Title, Source [name of 
database] or Type. 

Many documents have internal 
Table of Contents links, so that 
you can jump directly to the 
information you seek. 

Look for hyperlinked  “Recent 
Updates” in biographical essays to 
find new publication information. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL SEARCH TIPS 

• Be specific and not too broad.  "Roman" may turn up literary characters with that given name, not 
necessarily the literature of classical Italy.  

 
• Phrases of two or more words are searched in the database just as typed in the search line. For 

example, the phrase, "time travel" (the quotation marks are not necessary) will retrieve results that 
relate to that exact phrase. The retrieved results will not include separate instances of the words 
“time” and “travel”.  Single search terms can be combined with phrases with the word “and” to yield 
more precise results; “ancient Rome and Caesar” is an example of such a search. 

 
• Use synonyms for terms:  e.g., bildungsroman or coming of age to pull all possible citations together. 

 
• The database is not case sensitive; lower case letters, capitals or a mixture can be used.   

 
• Truncation or “Wildcards”: There are two truncation (wildcard) operators - The Asterisk (*) is used at the end of 

words employing the same root: poet* can be used for poet, poetry, poetic, or poetics, etc.; it can also be used to replace 
any number of characters within a word. The Question mark (?)  is used when only one letter needs to be substituted 
wom?n retrieves both women and woman;  love? retrieves lover, loves or loved, but not lovely 
 
 

PRINTING/DOWNLOADING 
To print or save a document, use the toolbar on your computer’s browser window. To print, click the Print 
icon on the browser toolbar to print any currently displayed record. To download results to a floppy disc, 
CD, or other, click on File from the browser toolbar, then click Save as. Select the appropriate drive for your 
disc and label the document with a file name. 
 
CITING SOURCES 
Citations to electronic library database sources will usually be slightly different than to print sources. Refer 
to appropriate citation guides, e.g. The MLA Handbook (UHCL/Circulation Reserve: LB2369 .G53 2003) for 
information about citing articles—signed or unsigned—from databases such as these full text sources from 
Gale.  
 
For more information, refer to onscreen help, or consult a reference librarian. 
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