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ELECTRONIC DATABASES 
 

JSTOR 

JSTOR provides full text PDF image coverage for more than 500 scholarly journals in the humanities, social sciences, 
law, business, statistics, mathematics, ecology, and botany. Coverage consists of the complete back-files of these 
journals, some dating from the 19the Century, but does not include the 3 to 5 most recent years of individual journals. 
Content includes articles, book reviews, and miscellaneous materials. Updated annually. 
 
There are important differences between JSTOR and other typical journal databases: Every item found in JSTOR is in 
full text. The coverage will almost always stretch back to the origin of each journal. Other databases cover a wide scope 
of journals and provide added indexing and abstracts; JSTOR provides full text access to only a very selective group of 
scholarly journals, with no added indexing or subject headings. Author abstracts only are included. 
 
STARTING JSTOR 
 
From the library’s World Wide Web homepage (http://www.uhcl.edu/library), click on Research a Topic, then 
Databases A-Z. Select the tab Databases by Name, click J, and then click on the JSTOR hyperlink. 
  
HOW TO SEARCH 
 
Recommended search methods include: 
• Basic Search – allows keyword, truncation (*), or Boolean (AND, OR, NOT) searching, with no other limiters. 
• Advanced Search – allows much more flexibility; see sample search form below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selecting abstract may be 
excessively restrictive, 
limiting to only those articles 
that contain author abstracts. 

Multiple search 
terms in this 
field do not 
require the 
AND operator. 

At least… searches 
for any of the terms 
you use; the search 
need not find all of 
them. 

Click here for tips on 
using wildcards, 
operators, and phrases.

Enter search 
terms in these 
fields. 

Narrow search by using 
one or more of these 
limiters. Author or Title 
can be especially helpful. 

Limit to Review 
for book reviews. 



You may limit an Advanced Search to specific journals or to one or more subject disciplines: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coverage dates usually 
begin with the first volume 
of each journal, and show 
varying cut-off dates. 

Click on the  expander to reveal 
available journals in a discipline and 
their coverage dates. 

VIEWING AND MARKING RECORDS  
 

Click on the title to view full text of the article.

Page of First Match will display 
the first page in the article that 
contains a match of at least one of 
the search terms. 

Relevance rankings relate to 
how frequently your search 
terms occur. Results may also be 
sorted by date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To save a list of citations from the results list, click on the Save Citation link below the citation for that item. That link 
will then change to read Remove Citation and the number of saved citations will show at the top of the screen. Click on 
View Saved Citations to see the list of citations chosen. They can be printed as a group or saved to disk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRINTING, SAVING, OR EMAILING RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS 
  
To print the complete text of each document, start with the PRINT link at the top of the page, next to the JSTOR logo.  

 
 
 
For more information, refer to onscreen help, or consult a reference librarian.  

Click on View Saved Citations 
to display saved list and then 
view, print, or save to a disk or 
memory device. 

Saved Citation link changes to 
Remove Citation when selected. 

Then use the Adobe Acrobat
toolbar printer icon, not the  
browser print commands. 

Click here to display the PDF
document for printing. 
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